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¢ Associated General Contrac-
tors 92nd Annual Convention,
Las Vegas, NV: March 21-25

¢ EIMA Annual Meeting,
Las Vegas, NV: April 4-6,
2011

¢ AWCI Convention + Intex

Expo, Las Vegas, NV:
April 3-7, 2011
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B1G CHANGES COMING IN MODEL
ENERGY CONSERVATION CODES

During the last week of Oc-
tober, more than 500 state
and local code officials voted
on changes to the nation's
model energy code to achieve
energy savings of 30 percent
relative to the 2006 model
code. The changes made to
the International Energy Con-
servation Code (IECC) are
anticipated to increase the
predicted energy efficiency of
homes and commercial build-
ings by 30 percent over ASH-
RAE Standard 90.1-2004. The
changes will be available for
jurisdictions to adopt in April
2011, when the 2012 IECC is
published.

Many of the changes rele-
vant to commercial buildings
came from a joint proposal
developed by the New Build-
ings Institute (NBI), The
American Institute of Archi-
tects, and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy. Based on
NBI's Core Performance pro-
tocol, the new requirements
include the addition of a con-
tinuous air barrier, HVAC
economizers in more climate
zones than in the old code,

EIMA and a variety of other representatives gather to discuss changes made to the IECC

and lighting control systems
that respond to daylight and
occupancy needs.

The energy chapter of the
International Residential Code
was removed and replaced
with the residential compo-
nents of IECC. At the same
time, residential requirements

in IECC were adjusted to in-
clude increased window per-
formance, increased insula-
tion requirements, better duct
-sealing measures, and
greater lighting efficiency,
among other things.

(See related story about IECC
on page 2)

3RD QUARTER EIFS INDUSTRY STATISTICS
SHOW A FLATTENING OF CONSTRUCTION

The third quarter production
statistics gathered from EIMA
manufacturing members evi-
dence that construction markets
are still anemic, but the steep
decline has at least subsided. Net
sales dropped only 1.6 percent in
the 3rd quarter from the 2nd quar-
ter. Net sales have dropped
almost 10 percent, 9.6 percent,

though, measuring from the 3rd
quarter last year.

The sales for the past two
quarters show a remarkable
improvement over the first quar-
ter of 2010 when adverse
weather was affecting the nation.

These estimates were com-
piled by examining the EIMA
manufacturer member industry

volume of reinforcing mesh, base
coat/adhesives dry, base coat/
adhesives wet, aggregated fin-
ishes and non-aggregated fin-
ishes.

Detailed statistics have been
distributed to EIMA members in a
separate communication.
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EIMA DEFENDS EIFS AT ENERGY
CODE HEARINGS

At the Final Action Hearings
for the International Energy
Conservation Code in October
(see lead story), EIMA worked
with other interests to protect
exterior insulation and finish
systems. In joining in ex-
pressing its opposition to a
well-intended proposed code
change that meant to define
‘continuous insulation’, EIMA
and its allies preserved EIFS
with drainage. The proposed
change was withdrawn by its
proponents after this opposi-
tion.

The proposed code change,
offered by the Foam Sheath-
ing Coalition, would have, if
adopted, required no voids for
drainage planes. The pro-

posed change defined
‘continuous insulation’ as
“insulation installed continu-
ously across all structural
members on the interior, exte-
rior, or integral to any opaque
surface of the building enve-
lope without intervening
vented air spaces or thermal
bridges other than fasteners
and service openings.”

In addition to preserving
EIFS with drainage, another
beneficial result of this event
is the agreement between
EIMA and FSC to work to-
gether to develop a code
change proposal that will
establish an universally-
accepted definition of
‘continuous insulation.” FSC’s

membership includes the
Extruded Polystyrene Manu-
facturers Association, the
Expanded Polystyrene Mold-
ers Association, the Polyiso-
cyanurate Manufacturers
Association, as well as major
insulation manufacturing
firms.

ASTM SYMPOSIUM ON WALL CONDENSATION

On October 10-11, ASTM con-
ducted a Symposium on Con-
densation in Exterior Building
Wall Systems in San Antonio,
Texas. In the first part of this
two part symposium, a tutorial
was held on water vapor
transmission and how it is
related to condensation. In
the second part, six common
dynamics that cause conden-

sation in buildings were exam-
ined: air transfer, diffusion,
convection, thermal bridging,
basements and fenestrations.
Sixteen papers on these top-
ics were presented including
one on sill pan condensation
that used EIMA’s Natural Ex-
posure Testing facility in
South Carolina. The sympo-
sium raised the awareness

that despite the rise of com-
puter simulation modeling,
condensation problems in all
types of wall assemblies still
occur. The symposium also
demonstrated that windows
are having difficulty dealing
with condensation. To over-
come this, some solutions are
to ‘steal’ heat from the build-
ing to warm the windows.

EIMA CONTINUES TO CONNECT WITH CURRENT
AND PROSPECTIVE MEMEBERS

With the end of the year
quickly approaching, EIMA
has gone to great lengths to
make sure its membership
base expands in 2011.

At the beginning of Decem-
ber, EIMA sent over 645 EIFS
information packets to poten-
tial members. Contractors,
distributors, architects, in-
spectors and other EIFS pro-
fessionals were included in
this prospective membership
initiative. Thus far, EIMA has

gained several new members
based on this mass mailing.

Current EIMA members
were also sent information
about the EIMA Annual Meet-
ing and the associa-
tion’s accomplish- m
ments over the past
year.

EIMA is working
hard to connect with
current members
and expand its pro-

spective membership base. If
you have ideas about how EIMA
can better assist you, contact
us at (703)538-1614 or
kgesaman@eima.com

EIFS INDUSTRY

A EEEE

ASSOCIATION

Don’t Forget to
Renew your EIMA
Membership for
2011
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EIMA CONTINUES TO INCREASE ITS
INFLUENCE IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

On December 8, 2010, the
Advocacy and Industry Rela-
tions Committee met in Wash-
ington, DC to discuss ways to
help EIMA increase its pres-
ence on a state and federal
level.

Greg Bergtold, Business Di-
rector for Codes and Stan-
dards for Dow Building Solu-
tions, attended the meeting to
help EIMA devise a more di-
rected advocacy plan.
Bergtold recommended that
EIMA should stay on the front-
line of current issues, like
claims involving halogenated
products.

Many of the fire retardant
chemicals in polystyrene are

halogenated organic
chemicals, meaning they
contain chlorine or bro-
mine bonded to carbon.
Some environmental
groups assert that halo-
genated products could
have a negative impact on
human health and the
environment. EIMA and a
variety of other trade asso-
ciations and corporate
entities will continue to fight
these types of unfounded
claims.

The Advocacy Committee also
concluded that another prior-
ity is to expand relationships
with insurance interests. In
2011, EIMA will collect a vari-
ety of data to present to insur-

ance companies in order to
improve their impression of
EIFS.

EIMA will work closely with
individuals at Dow Chemical
Company to advance both of
our agendas concerning EIFS-
related materials.

RESEARCH INITIATIVE WITH STEEL
ALLIANCE CONTINUES INTO 2011

EIMA’s joint research project
with the Steel Framing Alli-
ance (SFA) will continue into
2011 with an anticipated
completion in the early spring
of 2011. The purpose of this
research is to test and retest
steel stud wall assemblies
that include those with in-
cavity batt insulation and
those that SFA calls

‘warmwalls’, which are com-
prised of continuous exterior
insulation. The testing will
compare energy efficiency of
in-cavity insulation to continu-
ous exterior insulation and
then look at the recent results
with test results from the
1990s.

The research will test/retest
about 20 steel stud wall

FRAMING

assemblies. The test panels
will be both 16 and 24 inch on
-center with 22.4% of steel
being placed against exterior
wall. Although the testing is
too late to use for 2012 Inter-
national Energy Conservation
Code and 2010 ASHRAE 90.1,
SFA will use the data to pub-
lish design guidelines. The
testing is at the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory.

U.S. GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL SUED FOR
MISREPRESENTING ENERGY PERFORMANCE

A class action lawsuit has
been filed against the U.S.
Green Building Council
(USGBC) claiming the organi-
zation fraudulently misled
consumers and misrepre-
sented energy performance of
buildings certified under its
LEED rating system.

Henry Gifford, a mechanical
systems designer, filed the
lawsuit in federal court.

USGBC claims that its LEED

buildings are about 25-30
percent more efficient than
the national average. How-
ever, Gifford claims that LEED
buildings are on average 29
percent less efficient.

The suit demands that USGBC
stop this deceptive practice
and pay $100 million in com-
pensation to its class action
victims. Plaintiffs in the case
include owners who paid for
LEED certification on false
premises, taxpayers whose

money has subsidized LEED
buildings, and professionals
like Gifford whose livelihoods
have been harmed by LEED.

EIMA’s
Commitment to
Technical
Research
Continues with the

Steel Framing
Alliance







