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   EIMA is battling proposed 
land use ordinances in Fort 
Collins and Windsor, Colo-
rado, which seek to prohibit 
most EIFS construction along 
the I-25/395 interchange.  
The ordinance would allow for 
brick and synthetic stone 
construction, but excludes 
EIFS because of its “aesthetic 
appearance.” EIMA was quick 
to inform city officials that 
EIFS can mirror a variety of 
other wall claddings, including 
those permitted by the pro-
posed ordinance. Photos were 
sent to city council members 
along with a three-page letter 
detailing the benefits of EIFS.                     
Colorado-based EIMA mem-
bers are organizing a unified 
effort to challenge the pro-
posed ordinance and have 
publicly addressed their con-
cerns at the Windsor town 
board meeting on February 
14 and the Fort Collins city 
council meeting on March 1. 
Mark Austin (BASF), James 

Mercer (Parex USA), Jim Whit-
field (Parex USA), Clint 
McClurg (Jones Heartz Lime, 
Co.—Dryvit), Bill Pelissier (Sto 
Corp.) and Joe Williams 
(Building Specialties Inc. — 
BASF) are behind this effort. 
City council members in both 
Fort Collins and Windsor will 

decide later this month 
whether they will allow the 
proposed ordinance to be 
amended and ultimately allow 
EIFS construction.  EIMA is 
committed to challenging 
these ordinances and will 
tackle similar problems 
across the country.  
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Jan./February 2011  

Calendar 

• Associated General Contrac-
tors 92nd Annual Convention,      
Las Vegas, NV: March 21-25 

• EIMA Annual Meeting,       
Las Vegas, NV: April 4-6, 
2011 

• AWCI Convention + Intex 
Expo, Las Vegas, NV:             
April 3-7, 2011  
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EIFS BRIEFS 

E I M A  H A I L S  B E T T E R  B U I L D I N G S  I N I T I A T I V E  

   EIMA is hailing the Administra-
tion’s announcement of its Better 
Buildings Initiative. During the 
State of the Union address, the 
President called for investment in 
innovation, infrastructure and a 
clean energy economy.  
   On February 3, following on his 
call for action in the State of the 

Union speech, the President 
announced a plan to improve the 
energy efficiency of existing com-
mercial buildings 20 percent by 
2020.    
     This most recent proposal 
builds on the federal govern-
ment’s investments in advancing 
energy efficiency, the establish-

ment of an innovation cluster to 
examine energy efficient building 
systems and technologies, and 
the Executive Order requiring 
federal agencies to incorporate 
high-performance principles. 

The town of Windsor and the city of Fort Collins are about one hour north of Denver. Fort 
Collins is home to Colorado State University.  

 



EIFS Brie fs  

   Michael Sweeney, media 
relations manager for Sto 
Corp., passed away on Janu-
ary 4, 2011. He was 47.  Mi-
chael was responsible for 
public relations and advertis-
ing at Sto, where he worked 
for 10 years.  His skills in 
developing a web of relation-
ships with vendors and the 
media will be missed, but his 
humor and good nature will 
be missed even more.  He 
was dedicated to Sto's future, 
and worked hard to create a 
better company and even 
more enjoyable working envi-
ronment for all. 
   Michael had a long career in 
the building products indus-
try.  He served as communica-

tions director for the Greater 
Atlanta Home Builders Asso-
ciation; associate publisher 
and trade show manager of 
PK Marketing, Inc., where he 
was editor for Georgia Builder 
magazine; marketing man-
ager for Hebel Building Sys-
tems, and editorial director 
for Electronic Packaging and 
Production magazine.  He was 
a long-time member of the 
Public Relations Society of 
America.  
   Michael was active in the 
Knights of Columbus at St. 
Pius X Catholic Church in Con-
yers, Ga.  He enjoyed camping 
with his family and teaching 
his daughter, Suzanna, how to 
play the tuba. Our hearts go 

out to his wife, Joyce, his 
daughters, Abigail and Suz-
anna, his parents, and his 
sister.   

EIMA contacted the individual 
realtors who posted these arti-
cles and RISMedia, a provider of 
real estate information and news 
who disseminated the story. 
EIMA also provided accurate 
information about EIFS to the 
realtors and the media entities.     
Ultimately, RISMedia decided to 
pull the article from its site and 
apologized for publishing any 
editorial content that reflected 

   At the end of 2010, EIMA 
noticed a string of stories posted 
on realtor websites that pro-
vided negative information 
about EIFS. More specifically, 
these articles warned California 
residents against purchasing 
condos constructed with EIFS 
because of potential moisture 
issues and mold growth. Con-
cerned by the inaccurate state-
ments contained in these stories, 

negatively on the EIFS industry. 
EIMA continues to monitor and 
confront negative articles that 
impact our industry. 
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validation, or in some cases 
revalidation, accomplished.   
    The review and the list of 
research that it renders will be a 
springboard to future new re-
search, too.  Already, the con-
sultant has met with representa-
tives of the Department of En-
ergy and other contacts will be 
made with the National Science 
Foundation, the National Acad-

emies of Science, among oth-
ers.   
   The project is estimated to be 
substantially completed by the 
2011 EIMA Annual Meeting. 

   EIMA has retained a consult-
ant to conduct a literature re-
view of previous research that 
has been accomplished on exte-
rior insulation and finish sys-
tems.   
   The purpose is to establish a 
benchmark of that research that 
has already been accomplished 
in order to determine what at-
tributes of EIFS need to have 

Don’t Forget to 
Renew your EIMA 

Membership for 
2011 
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   EIMA will be offering one 
free Health, Safety, and Wel-
fare / Sustainable Design learn-
ing unit for architects at the 
General Session of its Annual 
Meeting on Tuesday, April 5 in 
Las Vegas. The General Session 
will serve duel purposes – it will 
provide helpful information for 
EIFS professionals about 
changes to the energy codes, and 
it will educate architects about 
these same issues while expand-
ing their knowledge of EIFS.  
  Renowned scientist in the 
building envelope research area, 
Andre Desjarlais, will speak 
about Phase III of the Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory study 
on Exterior Wall Cladding Per-
formance which addresses en-

ergy efficiency, temperature and 
moisture control.     
   Jay Crandell, owner of ARES 
Consulting and a consultant to 
the Foam Sheathing Coalition, 
will speak to how the 2010 In-
ternational Energy Conservation 
Code will spark markets for 
continuous exterior insulation 
and EIFS.   
   Brenda Thompson, Manager 
of inspections at Clark County 
Development Services Building 
Division, has been invited to 
speak on how building codes 
have dramatically changed the 
appearance of the Las Vegas 
skyline.   
   EIMA encourages all of its 
architect members to attend this 
event.  

   The EIMA staff has also dis-
tributed invitations to architects 
in the Las Vegas area who might 
be interested in this educational 
opportunity.  

   Since DOE is impartial and a 
highly credible source of infor-
mation on energy efficiency, a 
study by DOE, which docu-
ments the energy savings as well 
as the potential impediments in 
its application, would be a big 
boost for EIFS retrofit and 
validation for this process. 

   EIMA is working with a few 
Congressional offices and with 
the Department of Energy to 
urge DOE to initiate a study of 
an exterior wall cladding retrofit 
project that is done with EIFS.   
   The big reason why a study by 
DOE on EIFS retrofit should 
be accomplished is because it 
will advance not only EIFS and 
the EIFS industry but will also 
provide the U.S. with significant 
energy savings.   
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   The 90.1 Standing Standard Pro-
ject Committee of the American 
Society of Heating, Refrigerating, 
and Air-Conditioning Engineers 
(ASHRAE) met during the ASH-
RAE convention in late January to 
begin work on the 2013 version of 
90.1.  The committee’s planning task 
force reported that the 2013 version 
of 90.1 should include elevated 
requirements to achieve a 40% 
energy savings over ASHRAE 90.1 – 
2004. 

Architects can earn 
one FREE          

LU/HSW/SD at 
the EIMA General 

Session in Las 
Vegas 
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   The suggested size of increase in 
energy efficiency over 2004 alarmed 
many on the committee with the 
committee split equally on the issue.  
The Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratory projects that with the 
new changes in 90.1 – 2010, the 
standard achieves an energy savings 
of about 20 percent over the 2004 
version. The ASHRAE elected 
leadership supports these elevated 
goals.   

9 0 .1  M E E T I N G  C H A R T S  C O U R S E  F O R  20 13  

    During discussion of the 2013 
goals, a DOE representative stated 
that if ASHRAE does not move 
ahead with adoption of more strin-
gent energy efficiency requirements, 
DOE was prepared to implement 
them by fiat. 



   The media praised the Car-
mel City Center, in Carmel, 
Indiana, as a grand masonry 
building. What most didn’t 
realize was this massive re-
tail, office and residential 
structure was actually con-
structed with quite a bit of 
EIFS. Rob Little, Vice Presi-
dent of Little Construction 
located in Greenfield, Indiana, 
was the contractor behind 
this project. Little said that 
individuals in the local ma-
sonry industry were happy to 
get the extra publicity. 
   EIFS gave the Carmel City 
Center architects the flexibility 
to create the structure exactly 
how they wanted without the 

added cost of ma-
sonry. “The City Cen-
ter had a lot of fancy 
crown moldings, and 
the architects 
wanted these details 
to be larger. These 
crown moldings 
couldn’t be done with 
actual limestone because you 
can’t buy a piece that large. 
The options are unlimited with 
EIFS,” Little said. 
   Opened in 1977, Little Con-
struction continues to suc-
ceed in the EIFS industry be-
cause of its business fore-
sight. Years ago, Little Con-
struction started producing 
prefabricated EIFS panels, 
and this proved to be a lucra-

tive business venture. Al-
though Little admits that not 
all projects can be panelized, 
he says panelization can al-
low for better application and 
fewer problems with natural 
contaminants. 
   For more information, visit: 
http://www.littleconstruction.
net/little_about_lci.html  

units. Construction of single-
family homes has remained 
flat in the past few months. 
However, good news seems to 
be on the horizon for the con-
struction industry: David 
Crowe, chief economist with 
the National Association of 
Home Builders, says he ex-
pects new home construction 
to improve in 2011. New resi-
dential construction data for 

   The number of new homes 
being built in January rose 
14.6% to an annual rate of 
596,000, the Commerce De-
partment reported. In Decem-
ber, there were about 
520,000 housing starts. The 
main reason for the rise in 
new home construction cen-
tered around an increase in 
apartment construction and 
buildings with five or more 

February 2011 will be released 
on Wednesday, March 16. 
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veneer had the highest mois-
ture resistance and dryness.    
“The omission of EIFS from 
the research is disappointing 
and shows that the research 
is really incomplete,” said 
David Johnston, EIMA’s Ex-
ecutive Director. “EIFS have 
been proven to be the best 
wall cladding in moisture con-

trol and energy efficiency in 
studies conducted by Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory, 
and not to include it in the 
research is a disservice not 
only to the design and con-
struction industry, but to 
homeowners who want the 
best performing wall clad-
ding.” 

   EIMA released a nationwide 
press statement on January 
12 in response to a study 
sponsored by the Brick Indus-
try Association which tested a 
variety of wall-claddings, but 
excluded EIFS. The study com-
pared moisture resistance 
among eight residential exteri-
ors, and concluded that brick 

CONTRACTOR 
NEWS:  

Information for EIFS 
Contractors and 

Applicators 
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Andy Martinkus, Manager of 
Western Materials, an EIFS 
distributor, had a dilemma. 
There’s an old building on his 
business’s property that was 
constructed in the 1940’s and 
needs a facelift. Instead of de-
molishing it and starting from 
scratch, Martinkus has decided 

to cover it with EIFS later this 
year.  “Now it will be better 
insulated. Today, it’s nine-
degrees outside, so we need all 
of the warmth we can get,” 
Martinkus said.  
Western Materials has three 
Washington locations, Yakima, 
Wenatchee and Pasco. Each 

store operates its deliver-
ies within an 85-mile ra-
dius of each location. 
Western Materials primar-
ily does business in Wash-
ington, but also partici-
pates in the Oregon mar-
ket.  
Martinkus thinks EIFS are 
a cost-effective system to 
improve both appearance 
and energy-efficiency 

during tough economic times. 
“It’s hard to get the right financ-
ing. Instead of building a new 
house or office, people will opt 
for retrofit projects,” Martinkus 
said. “People are saying: I want a 
new building but I don’t want to 
overextend myself. Where do I 
get the best value? With EIFS.”  
Stan Martinkus, Andy’s father, 
started Western Materials in 
1983 with business partner, Bill 
Douglas. Today, Andy and his 
brother Matt both work in this 
second-generation family busi-
ness. 
Visit:   
www.westernmaterials.com 

opinion on what efforts 
EIMA can make to assist 
distributors and contractors.       
Also, EIMA Executive Di-
rector Dave Johnston will 
provide an update on current 
EIMA activities with a focus 
on how EIMA’s location in 
the Washington, DC area is 
elevating the profile of both 
EIFS and EIMA.  
    

   EIMA distributor members 
who are attending the EIMA 
Annual Meeting in Las Vegas 
will be joined by EIMA con-
tractor members at a break-
fast on April 5th starting at 
7:30 a.m.  
   The breakfast will feature 
information on the current 
state of insurance markets 
affecting EIFS and will af-
ford those who attend an 
opportunity to express their 

   The breakfast is sponsored 
by Sto Corp. 
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   Inventories for all businesses 
grew by a little over 8 tenths of 
one percent from November 
2010 to December 2010.   
   Inventories in the category of 
‘Merchant Wholesalers’ grew by 
a little more than 10 percent, 
10.5 percent, in December 2010 
over December 2009.  Invento-
ries in this category grew by just 
shy of one percent, .98 percent, 

from November 2010 to De-
cember 2010.   
   The Bureau of the Census 
reports this data on a monthly 
basis. 

   According to the U.S. Bureau 
of the Census in making its 
announcement of monthly 
Manufacturing and Trade Inven-
tories and Sales data for Decem-
ber 2010 on February 15th, trade 
inventories for all businesses 
grew in December by just 
slightly over 8 percent over the 
previous year, 6.9 percent.  
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