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EIMA and its allies have 

soundly defeated a code 

change proposal that would, if 

approved, ban EIFS.  This 

proposed ban, put forward by 

the Portland Cement Associa-

tion (PCA), was considered at 

the Final Action Hearings of 

the International Code Council 

(ICC).  The hearings, which 

were held at the Long Beach 

Convention Center in Long 

Beach, California on Septem-

ber 30 – October 5, are the 

final opportunity for those 

interested to voice their opin-

ions on proposed code chang-

es. 

 

The intent of PCA’s proposed 

change was to elevate dura-

bility of buildings.  EIFS were 

lumped with vinyl-siding as 

exterior wall claddings that 

were considered by the pro-

posed code change’s author 

(proponent) as being suscep-

tible to damage easily by 

wind.  The proposed change, 

among other things, would 

also have expanded the fire 

separation distance from 10 

feet to 30 feet for both clad-

dings. 

 

When this proposal was con-

sidered during the ICC’s Com-

mittee Action Hearings last 

Spring, ICC’s Fire Safety Com-

mittee overwhelmingly voted 

against it.  To bring it back for 

consideration at the Final 

Action Hearings, the propo-

nent of the change had to 

modify it slightly with a public 

comment. The disapproval of 

this change before an assem-

bly of ICC places a double 

negative recommendation for 

the change which now goes 

before the entire ICC member-

ship for remote electronic 

voting. 

 

Also during these hearings a 

proposed ban on flame retard-

ants in foam insulation was 

defeated. The proposal advo-

cated that foam insulation 

used below the surface not 

include flame retard-

ants.  EIMA, among other in-

dustry groups, opposed this 

proposed ban.  Opposition to 

it was coordinated and voiced 

by the American Chemistry 

Council.  The main reason why 

it was defeated was because 

of concern of having two types 

of foam insulation on the job 

site: one with flame retard-

ants for above ground applica-

tions and another without 

flame retardants for subsur-

face applications.  Those in 

the ICC assembly quickly saw 

that that the two types could 

be confused on the job site. 
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GreenBuild 2015  
November 18-22, 2015 
Washington, DC 
 
International Builders Show 
January 18-22, 2016 
Las Vegas, NV 
 
ASHRAE 90.1 and   
Winter Meetings  
January 22-26, 2016 
Orlando, FL 

 
ASHI Inspection World 2016 
January 24-27, 2016 
San Diego, CA 
 
AGC Insurance &  
Risk Management Conference  
February 1-3, 2016 
Naples, FL 
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EIMA BRINGS   
FUNCTION   
ON  BOARD  

EIFS IN  THE  SPOTLIGHT :  
GREAT  HEARTS  ACADEMY  
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The EIMA Board of Directors 

recently joined the Communi-

cations and Education Com-

mittee in taking the necessary 

final steps to bring the public 

relations firm, Function, 

onboard. The move adds an-

other layer to the ongoing 

campaigns the association will 

be working on over the next 

year. Additionally, Function will 

help fine-tune and streamline 

efforts stemming from the 

marketing study, previously 

conducted by Grail Research.  

Finding new ways to spread 

the positive messages of EIFS 

continues to be one of the 

top priorities of EIMA. Utilizing 

high resolution images, the 

website, social media plat-

forms, and the EIMA publica-

tions are only some of the 

tools currently being used to 

achieve this. Now, thanks to 

a new partnership, EIMA will 

have additional capabilities 

to advance targeted messag-

es on behalf of the member-

ship and industry.  

Function has been working 

exclusively in the building 

projects industry for the last 

17 years, representing sever-

al clients that are also EIMA 

members. Their experience 

and expertise will help 

achieve quick results for the 

association and the entire 

membership.  

 

The first steps of these new 

campaigns will begin shortly, 

and updates will be provided 

at the 2016 Annual Meeting.  

Parex has once again shown 

that with EIFS there is an 

endless selection of colors, 

textures, and finishes for a 

building. Thanks to this solu-

tion, Arizona’s largest not-for-

profit charter school, Great 

Hearts Academy, found exact-

ly what they were looking for. 

 

Located in Scottsdale, Arizo-

na, the 58,000 sq. ft. acade-

my was seeking an exterior 

that would feature attractive 

elements while incorporating 

a Native American inspired 

medallion into the design. The 

building, constructed by SPG 

Construction, Inc., achieved 

an exceptional connectivity 

between the appearance of 

individual panels and the 

specialized medallions, creat-

ing a finished product the 

school could be proud of. 

 

The Great Hearts Academy is 

another radiant example of 

the attributes that accompany 

an EIFS building. SPG Con-

struction was able to use both 

high impact base coat and 

intermediate mesh to achieve 

the desired durability at a 

fraction of the cost. Opting for 

EIFS also allowed for easier 

workability over the entire 

project. 

 

Thanks to Parex, EIFS, and 

the rest of their design and 

construction team, Great 

Hearts Academy is EIMA’s 

EIFS in the Spotlight project.   



EIFS Briefs  

ASTM, through its Perfor-

mance of Buildings Commit-

tee, develops and maintains 

several standards on which 

the EIFS industry relies.  At the 

committee’s recent meeting 

on October 25-28 in Tampa, 

Florida, two important subcom-

mittees met and separately 

advanced two standards: The 

EIFS and Related Products 

Subcommittee initiated revi-

sion of ASTM E2511, Standard 

Guide for Detailing of EIFS-

Clad Wall Assemblies, and the 

proposed Standard Specifica-

tion for Membrane Forming 

Fluid Applied Air and Water 

Resistive Materials which is 

being developed by the Sub-

committee on Air Leakage and 

Ventilation Performance.   

This latter proposed standard 

has the potential to be a huge 

problem for the EIFS industry 

in that the fluid applied air 

and water-resistive barriers 

(WRBs) that EIFS manufactur-

ers produce may be precluded 

from being used under exteri-

or wall claddings other than 

EIFS.  There are several mem-

bers on this subcommittee 

who are attempting to place 

criteria in the standard which 

would eliminate the WRBs 

that EIMA members make.   

  

The biggest obstacle is the 

crack-bridging test.  Manufac-

turers of thick WRBs want the 

ability to bridge a wider crack 

than can be accommodated 

those manufacturers who 

dressing this topic is working 
its way through several issues 
related to thermal bridging.  At 
the most recent meeting on 
October 22-24 in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, the task force looked at 
situations where the structure 
of the building was outside of 
the envelope also know as 
exoskeleton.  The task force 
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U P DAT E  O N  ASHRAE  
T H E R M A L  BR I D G I N G  E F F O R T S  

ASTM CO NTI N U ES  DEV ELOPM ENT  
O F  EIFS REL ATED  STA NDAR D S  

have designed equivalent or 

better performance with a 

thinner veneer.  Initially, the 

subcommittee started out 

looking at a crack of 1/8” 

wide, but after comments 

from EIMA representatives, 

the subcommittee is looking 

at a crack width of 1/16”, 

depending on the tempera-

ture at which the WRB is test-

ed.  EIMA also objected to 

development of a standard 

which is referencing stand-

ards that are still in develop-

ment. 

At the recent meeting of the 
ASHRAE Standing Standard 
Project Committee for Stand-
ard 90.1, Energy Standard for 
Buildings Except Low-Rise 
Residential Buildings, the En-
velope Subcommittee met to 
address a number of issues 
including thermal bridg-
ing.  The task force that is ad-

EIMA PROVIDES  SPONSORSHIPS  
AT  INDUSTRY  EVENTS  
During the past two months, 

EIMA has joined other groups 

in sponsoring two significant 

construction industry 

events.  On October 15, EIMA 

sponsored the beverage cart 

for the Foundation of the Wall 

and Ceiling Industry golf 

event.  On September 27, 

EIMA co-sponsored breakfast 

for the First Annual Ron Bur-

ton Golf Tournament orga-

found this an extremely com-
plex situation, and one way 
that it considered to solve the 
need for continuous insulation 
(c.i.) was to ‘dumb down’ the 
definition for c.i.  Another sug-
gestion was to table the topic 
and address it later, which it 
decided to do. 

nized by the Past Presiding 

Officers’ Council of the Inter-

national Code Council.  Tour-

nament proceeds will be used 

to educate those code offi-

cials who are new to their job. 
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MEMBER  IN  THE  SPOTLIGHT :   
REITTER  STUCCO  AND  SUPPLY  

Contractors 

Clear Construction LLC 

1790 Harmon Ave Suite A 

Columbus, OH  43223 

(614) 449-1000 

www.clearconllc.com 

 

DC Contracting 

PO Box 272 

Summitville, IN  46070 

(765) 620-1022 

www.dccontractingpros.com 

 

Fridirici Construction Inc. 

522 East Main Street 

Schuylkill Haven, PA  17972 

(570) 573-8901 

 

Mega Plastering Systems Inc. 

11506 Telegraph Rd 

Suite 210 

Santa Fe Springs, CA  90670 

(562) 863-9100 

Contractors (continued) 

Upstate Stucco & Stone, LLC 

20 Carrie Drive 

Greenville, SC  29615 

(864) 304-1819 

www.UpstateStuccoAndStone.com 

 

W Group Construction, Inc. 

4031 University Drive 

Suite 100 

Fairfax, VA  22030 

(703) 880-6592 

www.wgcci.com 

 

2015 marked the 100th birth-

day of Reitter Stucco and 

Supply, which admirably is 

still a family-owned and man-

aged subcontractor company. 

With a 100 year old sterling 

reputation, Reitter Stucco 

and Supply is eyeing another 

century of success. 

 

The Reitter firm was one of 

the first to enter the EIFS 

industry. After being intro-

duced to the United States 

construction market in 1969, 

Reitter started installing the 

exterior wall cladding system 

the following year. Today, 

they can be found engaged in 

EIFS, stucco, and manufac-

tured stone projects, consult-

ing with architectural firms, 

and working within national 

associations like EIMA, AWCI, 

and NAHB. 

In recent years, Reitter has 

achieved the EIFSmart Certifi-

cation (1 of only 5 companies 

in the state of Ohio) and has 

been named to the Walls & 

Ceilings Top 50 Contractors 

list. These two accomplish-

ments can be added to the 

Associates 

Akzo Nobel Performance Additives 

281 Field Lane 

Brewster, NY  10509 

(845) 276-8242 

www.akzonobel.com 

 

Affiliates 

John R.S. Edgar Consulting Inc. 

199 Glenariff Drive 

Freelton, ON  L0R 1K0 

(647) 271-6552 

www.johnrsedgar.com 

 

Distributors  

ABC Supply 

4833 Singleton Blvd 

Dallas, TX  75212 

(214) 630-3940 

www.abcsupply.com/branch/041 

growing list of their achieve-

ments in the construction 

industry.  

 

After a strong showing in 

2014, Reitter Stucco and 

Supply may have proven that 

they are just getting started.  

EIMA WELCOMES  NEW  MEMBERS  

EIMA extends a most cordial welcome to its new members.  We thank you for your 

support of the EIFS Industry. 

Reitter Stucco's Bobby Reitter (left), Fritz Reitter (center) and Jack Reitter. 
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