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Calendar
2017 ICC Annual Conference
and Expo
September 10-12, 2017
Columbus, OH
AWCI Industry Executives’
Conference
October 3-6, 2017
Tucson, AZ
ASTM E06 Performance of
Buildings Committee Meeting
October 8-11, 2017
New Orleans, LA
ASHRAE 90.1
October 19-21, 2017
Atlanta, GA
GreenBuild International
Conference & Expo
November 8-10, 2017
Boston, MA

EIMA A P P E A L S R E V I S I O N S T O
A D D M A N DAT O RY J O I N T T O
NFPA T E S T S TA N DA R D
On August 15, EIMA presented its appeal in front of the
National Fire Protection Association’s Standard Council to
overturn proposed revisions
to add mandatory vertical and
horizontal joints to NFPA 285 the multi-story fire test for
exterior walls – that were
approved during the June 7th
NFPA Technical Meeting. If
the proposed changes are
finalized, the new configuration for the NFPA 285 test will
include a new joint (horizontal)
about 4 feet above the window opening with another
joint extending perpendicular
from that joint upward.
EIMA and its allies were the
only group to appeal this specific Technical Meeting decision. Representing EIMA were
Terry Viness (Sto Corp), chair
of EIMA’s Technical and Re-

search Committee; Bill Preston
(Dryvit Systems), immediate
past chair of the EIMA Technical and Research Committee;
and Dave Johnston and Dustin
Antonello from EIMA staff.
EIMA’s representatives argued
during the hearing that the
proposed revisions would actually lessen the performance
requirements for the NFPA 285
test standard, especially for
EIFS clad assemblies, by
providing a dam that would
limit the amount of combustible material to burn by ‘back
wrapping’ part of the test sample at the proposed joints. In
addition, EIMA emphasized
that EIMA and its manufacturing members’ principal concern
is life safety and ensuring that
NFPA 285 remains a stringent
indicator of a building’s fire
safety for a building clad with
EIFS.

EIMA’s allies also noted that the
Fire Tests Committee that approved the change failed to
provide any data to justify why
those specific joint locations
were chosen for the test assembly and how the inclusion of the
joints would improve the test
standard. Furthermore, EIMA’s
allies raised concerns about the
prospect of current NFPA 285
test reports being invalidated as
a result of the changes, and a
lack of available test lab capacity to expeditiously retest all
types of exterior wall systems to
the new test standard.
The NFPA Standards Council’s
decision on whether to overturn
the proposed revisions to NFPA
285 is expected to be communicated to the appellants in the
coming days.

H AVE Y OU O RDERED
Y OUR G UIDE TO EIFS
WITH D RAINAGE
D ETAILING Y ET ?
During the late spring and
early summer, EIMA began
the initial roll-out of the Guide
to EIFS with Drainage Detailing. The guide is the first
publication to appear in the
“EIMA Bookstore” and can be

purchased for $79.95. Both
English and Spanish versions
are available.
Developed under the guidance of the Technical and
Research Steering Commit-

tee, the twenty-six pages of
details help to address a variety of design questions, while
providing three-dimensional
images of several different
EIFS renderings. Remember to
purchase your guide today.
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A N S I / EI M A S TA N DA R D F O R E I FS
A N D E I F S W I T H D R A I N AG E
N OW A VA I L A B L E F O R S A L E I N
EIMA BOOKSTORE
ANSI/EIMA 99A-2017, Standard for Exterior Insulation and
Finish Systems (EIFS) and EIFS
with Drainage is now available
for sale in the EIMA Bookstore!
The new standard provides the
minimum requirements for
specifying and installing EIFS
and EIFS with Drainage, as well
as the minimum performance
requirements for EIFS and EIFS
with Drainage.
In the late 1990s, EIMA and
the EIFS industry recognized
the need for a standard that
provided a common basis for

specifying and installing EIFS,
which led to the first iteration
of the standard: ANSI/EIMA
99A-2001. The new standard,
ANSI/EIMA 99A-2017, updates the previous edition
and adds new requirements
specific to EIFS with Drainage.
The EIMA Bookstore is located at the top left corner of the
EIMA website. Both electronic
and hard copy versions of
ANSI/EIMA 99A-2017 can be
purchased for $39.95. A
Spanish version of the standard is also forthcoming.

EIFS IN THE SPOTLIGHT:
H A M P T O N I N N , D RY V I T S Y S T E M S
The problem: a leaking exterior with thin brick, that was
resulting in pieces of the wall
falling off. That was all it took
to convince the owners of the
Minnesota Hampton Inn their
building needed a substantial
renovation.
The solution: the project architects quickly recommended ReVyvit by Dryvit: a complete removal and re-clad,
followed by the installation of
EIFS with multiple Dryvit finishes, including Custom
Brick™. The appearance of
brick was needed to meet the
locality’s preferred exterior
aesthetic. The building owner

was immediately satisfied.
“I’d like to stress how much
more seal tight everything is.
It’s tight, it’s clean, it looks
fresh and new, and now we’ve
even been through winter. We
don’t have windows that have
condensation on them — none
of that anymore,” said
Mark Maves,
General Manager of the
property. “I
think that during the year
we’ve had this
product on our
building, we’ve
probably re-

duced our energy costs by 25
to 30 percent; and that
makes me very happy.”
The EIFS in the Spotlight
program is a way for EIMA to
shed light on projects that
exemplify what is expected of
a building envelope.

EIFS Briefs
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ASTM S U B C O M M I T T E E A G R E E S
TO CONSIDER SPLITTING UP
O N E RO U S WRB S TA N DA R D
EIMA staff and members participated in an ASTM Air Leakage and Ventilation Performance Subcommittee webinar
on August 22 that is currently
developing a Standard Specification for Membrane Forming
Fluid Applied Air and Water
Resistive Materials. The proposed standard has the potential to negatively impact the
EIFS industry because it requires declared properties for
substrate crack bridging and

tensile strength and elongation that could be used as a
marketing tool by producers of
thicker WRBs to the detriment
of the thinner WRBs that EIMA
EIFS manufacturers produce.
The standard has been under
development for several years
and has gone through 12 ballots. In an effort to break the
impasse, the subcommittee
agreed during the webinar to
entertain the possibility of

splitting up the standard at the
next meeting on October 10 in
New Orleans. During that
meeting the subcommittee will
decide whether to split the
standard into one for thickunreinforced WRBs and one
for thin-reinforced WRBs. A
third standard that applies to
WRBs over concrete masonry
units (CMU) may also be considered at that time by the
subcommittee.

I N F O G R A P H I C : I M P O R TA N C E
R E I N F O RC I N G M E S H
Earlier this month, under the
guidance of the Advocacy and
Industry Relations Committee,
EIMA released an infographic
pointing out the importance of
reinforcing mesh. As part of
the larger Mesh Matters campaign, this document will further educate those in the construction field to better understand this crucial EIFS component.
Earlier this year, Architectural
Products and the EIMA blog
featured articles on the launch
of this campaign and the significance of using properly
tested mesh. This is part of
the larger issue that EIMA and
our members have worked on,
ensuring all components of
the wall system are tested in
accordance with the latest
codes and standards.
The latest piece of the Mesh
Matters campaign (partial
sample on the right) can be
found on the EIMA blog, and
will soon be featured on the
“Initiatives” page.
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EIMA J O I N S P A R T N E R S H I P T O
FURTHER BETTER BUILDINGS
As part of the Better Buildings
Alliance, which EIMA offered
support for in a news release
and letter to the White House
in 2012, a group has been
created to help promote the
best of the building envelope.
Earlier this summer, EIMA representatives discussed the
Better Building Alliance’s Envelope Technologies Solutions
Team with the leadership of
the group and how the association could join this partnership.

The team includes stakeholders
with a vested interest in the
building’s envelope, which includes everything from roofs
and walls to windows. One of
the main goals is to act as a
technical solution group, helping to educate and provide
relevant information to the
building industry and decisionmakers. They are continuing to
build out a page on the Better
Building Alliance website that
will include valuable information, tests, and case studies

that help promote the latest
advancements of the envelope.
EIMA will actively engage with
this team and will provide information about EIFS when and
where it can be helpful to the
building industry. You can follow the Better Building Alliance’s Envelope Technologies
Solutions Team here: https://
betterbuildingsinitiative.energy.gov/alliance/
technology-solution/buildingenvelope

EIMA L AU N C H E S
D I S T R I BU T O R S U RV E Y
On August 23, EIMA launched
a survey to distributor members to help the association
better understand and address the challenges facing
this group of industry professionals.
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Not unlike other association
surveys, the questions were
framed to clarify some industry
perceptions, while also learning more about the issues
distributors face in the field.
Over recent years, there have

been questions about how this
group deals with certain obstacles. Responses to the survey
will be analyzed and presented
to the EIMA Board of Directors
at an upcoming meeting.

