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EIMA DELIVERS  S IMPLE  MESSAGE :   
“EIFS IS  THE  ANSWER”  

Annual  Meeting Recap  

EIFS BRIEFS—SPECIAL  EDITION  
2018 ANNUAL  MEETING  RECAP  

F I R E  PAN EL  MAK ES  CL EAR  CA SE  TH AT  EIFS 
PA SSES  STRI N G EN T  TESTS  

Lorraine Ross (Intech Consulting, Inc.), 

Doug Evans (DHE FPE LLC), Jess Beitel 

(Jensen Hughes), and Dr. Joseph Lsti-

burek (Building Science Corporation) 

headlined a panel discussion on 

“Continuous Insulation, Exterior Clad-

dings, and Fire.” The panel was orga-

nized to bring leading experts together to 

The premier event of the EIFS industry 

provided everything and then some dur-

ing the three-day event at the Sawgrass 

Marriot Resort in Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 

on March 7-9. The 2018 EIMA Annual 

Meeting was gaveled into order by 2018-

2020 EIMA President Peter Daechsel, 

who introduced the meeting theme - One 

Industry Team - and highlighted all the 

ways that the EIFS industry is stronger 

when working together.  The message 

throughout the meeting was clear, “EIFS is 

the answer.” 

 

The meeting was highlighted by a panel 

discussion that validated the fire safety of 

exterior insulation and finish systems, the 

unveiling of several new industry initia-

tives, and an overall in-

crease in attendance from 

contractor and distributor 

members.   

 

Those in attendance also 

received the first look at the 

EIMA “Hero” video, which 

will be released shortly. The 

video was viewed twice over 

the three-day meeting, 

prompting requests from 

EIMA members who were 

eager to begin using it for 

both education and market-

ing efforts.  

If you missed the 2018 EIMA Annual 

Meeting, stay tuned for more things to 

come, including videos from several of 

the sessions that will be posted on the 

EIMA website in the coming weeks.  

evaluate the use of combustible foam 

plastic insulation on high-rise buildings in 

the wake of last year’s tragic Grenfell Tow-

er fire in London.  

 

The panel discussed a host of topics, from 

the advantages of fire safety testing and 

code requirements in the United States to 

the challenges surrounding certain build-

ing designs. One of the most telling state-

ments came from Jess Bietel, who said 

“Since the requirements for fire tests of 

exterior wall assemblies have been speci-

fied, no successfully tested wall assembly 

has demonstrated poor fire performance 

in an actual fire.”   
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EIMA WELCOMES  INCREASE  OF  
CONTRACTORS  AND  D ISTRIBUTORS  
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GENERAL  SESSIONS  H IGHLIGHTED  BY  
SPEAKERS  

With a growing number of contractors 

and distributors joining EIMA, those at-

tending the 2018 EIMA Annual Meeting 

hit recent highs.  

 

Continuing with a recent program high-

light, the EIFS Contractor Committee 

Breakfast provided contractors with an 

opportunity to discuss the challenges 

they are facing every day in the field. 

Sarah Aird, the contractor representative 

on the EIMA Board of Directors, presid-

ed over the meeting, which also includ-

ed an EIMA Membership Committee 

focus group. This group discussion 

looked into ways that EIMA could pro-

vide additional value to contractors 

who join the association. Following the 

focus group session, EIMA will be roll-

ing out several initiatives to further 

support contractors.  

 

The following day, Dave Neff, the dis-

tributor representative on the EIMA 

Board of Directors, presided over a 

breakfast meeting for distributors and 

contactors. The discussion included 

several EIMA manufacturers, which 

allowed for an open dialogue on several 

important topics. The distributor mem-

bership category has seen strong gains 

in recent years, with several distribu-

tors becoming increasingly active with 

different industry initiatives. To that 

end, Gypsum Management and Supply 

(GMS) and Michelle Leader were recog-

nized for their active involvement in 

the association with the EIMA member 

of the year award.  

 

Following both of these sessions was 

a presentation from Michael Overholt; 

the Vice President of Safety & Quality 

at the American Contractors Insurance 

Group (ACIG). The presentation cov-

ered important safety issues that con-

tractors and job sites experience on a 

day-to-day basis.  

There are several experts synonymous 

with building science, but not many are 

as passionate about this important sub-

ject as Dr. Joseph Lstiburek of Building 

Science Corporation. Dr. Lstiburek of-

fered an educational and entertaining 

look at “What’s New in Exterior Wall 

Science” during the first day of the 

Annual Meeting. Dr. Lstiburek shared 

his expert analysis of what does and 

does not work in the current building 

climate, and demonstrated how the 

best looking building is not always the 

best performing building.  Dr. Lstiburek 

made it clear during his presentation 

that EIFS is second to none in terms of 

its energy saving and moisture protec-

tion properties. 

 

While a discussion on new develop-

ments in building science began the 

meeting, it was stories from the Oval 

Office that closed it out. Former person-

al aide to President Ronald Reagan, 

Jim Kuhn, shared a behind the scenes 

look at one of the most popular White 

Houses in recent history. From election 

night, to Air Force One, to the day 

Reagan was shot; Kuhn opened the 

door to what it was like being an insid-

er throughout Reagan’s two terms in 

the White House. His unique perspec-

tive took attendees beyond what they 

could possibly know, and through a 

more intimate depiction of the person 

and family behind the presidency. 
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CURRENT  AND  NEW  INITIATIVES   
D ISCUSSED  

CELEBRATING  MEMBERS  WITH  COCTAILS  
AND  D INNER  

EIMA is active on a variety of fronts. 

From growing membership to assisting 

on codes and legislation, the associa-

tion is organizing with the guidance of 

its members to expand the industry. 

Throughout the three-day event, staff 

and others representing EIMA provided 

updates on insurance, advocacy cases 

and code efforts, the worker shortage 

challenges facing the construction in-

dustry, and ways to better assist the 

different tiers of membership.  

In the coming months, new and updat-

ed webpages highlighting new and con-

tinuing efforts will be unveiled on the 

EIMA website.  

The action packed first day concluded 

with attendees taking in the beautiful 

weather outside with a cocktail recep-

tion by the lagoon. Following the cock-

tail reception, everyone took a scenic 

stroll to the Arbor Ballroom for the 

EIMA Member Dinner. Both of these 

events have become staple events of 

the EIMA Annual Meeting, as they offer 

a great opportunity to network with 

industry colleagues between informa-

tive sessions.   



EIFS Briefs—Specia l  Edit ion  

If there is one thing that might be diffi-

cult to top in 2019, it will be where the 

Annual Duncan Crowther Memorial Golf 

Tournament was held in 2018. TPC 

Sawgrass’s Dye’s Valley Course was 

recently recognized in Golfweek Maga-

zine, and after seeing the course 

firsthand, it’s easy to see why.  With a 

new high in the overall number of four-

somes, there were several opportunities 

to share stories during the 19th Hole 

Reception about long drives, great 

putts, and balls lost in the water. Golfers 

TPC SAWGR A SS  HO SETED  AN N UA L  DU N CAN  
CROW TH ER  MEM OR IAL  GO LF  TOU R NAM EN T  
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2nd Place:   

B. Buchanan, M. Papa, M. Irving, G. McLarty 

3rd Place:   

W. Barber, J. Elkas, M. Chaney, G. Smithwick 

Longest Drive: Kerry Hook 

also had a once in a lifetime opportunity 

to tour the famed TPC Sawgrass club-

house on a guided tour, which included a 

behind the scenes look at the locations 

where the world’s top golfers gather dur-

ing THE PLAYERS Championship golf tour-

nament.  

 

This year’s EIMA Cup was awarded to the 

foursome of Sam Bratton, Paul Bieber, 

George Adams and John Burton.  Thanks 

to Dow Construction Chemicals for spon-

soring this event.  

Closest to the Pin:  M. Murphy 

EIMA Cup Winners:   

S. Bratton, P. Bieber, G. Adams. J. Burton  

Longest Putt: Mike Irving 

Straightest Drive & Closest to the Pin: G. Smithwick 



Page 5  

 

Volume 4 , Issue 3  



Page 6  

 

Volume 4 , Issue 3  

T H A N K  Y O U  
A N N UA L  M E E T I N G  S P O N S O R S  
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