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EIFS Architectural Briefs connect architectural vision with 

technical precision, spotlighting exemplary case studies while 

providing clear guidance on the effective use of Exterior 

Insulation and Finish Systems (EIFS) in modern building 

envelope design. 
  



Curated by the EIFS Industry Members Association (EIMA), EIFS Architectural Briefs offer architects and 

specifiers both inspiration and practical insights, demonstrating how EIFS with Drainage delivers resilient, 

sustainable, and design-forward solutions for today’s building envelope challenges. 
 

Project Spotlight: Baptist Health Care Medical Office Building 2 
 
Baptist Health Care Medical Office Building 2 (MOB 2) enhances the functionality and accessibility of the 

existing Baptist Health Care campus in Pensacola, Florida. The 40,000-square-foot facility was developed as 

part of a strategic expansion to improve patient convenience, operational efficiency, and access to advanced 

healthcare services. Designed by Gresham Smith, the Baptist Health Care MOB2 illustrates cost-conscious 

design and uncompromised aesthetics—achieving the refined look of precast concrete through the strategic, 

creative use of EIFS. 
 

 

Click here to read the full case study. 

Architectural Vision: The design team faced a clear directive: align the new facility with the aesthetic of 

the existing Baptist Health Care campus—defined by the appearance of integral-

color precast concrete panels—while meeting tight cost and performance objectives. 

By turning to EIFS with Drainage, the architects were able to achieve this aesthetic 

continuity while optimizing construction efficiency, energy performance, and long-

term resilience. The system enabled Gresham Smith to replicate the mass, shadow, 

and tone of precast without the associated cost, weight, or installation complexity. 

 

Façade System: The project’s EIFS with Drainage assembly incorporated expanded polystyrene 

(EPS) insulation, a fluid-applied weather-resistive barrier, reinforcing mesh, and high-

performance acrylic finishes—working together to deliver a lightweight, high-

performance cladding solution. The system’s design flexibility allowed the creation of 

deep grooves, complex geometries, and modular panel definitions that precisely 

mimicked precast concrete. Continuous insulation enhanced the thermal 

performance of the building envelope beyond typical precast assemblies, while the 

drainage capability provided robust protection against incidental moisture in Florida’s 

humid coastal climate. Durable acrylic finishes ensured long-term color stability, 

impact resistance, and weatherability, helping the façade maintain both its 

appearance and integrity over time. 

 

Aesthetic 

Integration and 

Innovation: 

Achieving seamless visual cohesion required a careful balance of texture, proportion, 

and precision. Through advanced finishing techniques, the design team achieved a 

façade that delivers the solidity of precast with the refinement of hand-crafted 

surfaces. EIFS offered not only visual alignment with surrounding buildings but also 

the agility to execute the design efficiently—reducing both cost and installation time. 

This adaptability made EIFS an ideal choice for a healthcare environment where 

performance, durability, and aesthetics must coexist. 

 

Performance and 

Resilience: 

Beyond cost and design considerations, EIFS played a pivotal role in advancing the 

building’s environmental performance and long-term resilience. The continuous 

insulation layer significantly improved thermal efficiency, reducing operational energy 

demands, while the system’s lightweight composition minimized structural 

requirements and embodied carbon. Durable acrylic finishes provided exceptional 

resistance to fading, cracking, and moisture—ensuring the façade’s appearance and 

integrity would be maintained over decades of exposure in Florida’s challenging 

coastal climate. Resilience was equally critical to the project’s success, delivering an 

envelope capable of withstanding Category 5 hurricane forces. 

 

https://www.eima.com/uploads/1/4/6/6/146696713/eima_technical_bulletin_001-_about_eifs_with_drainage_1.pdf
https://www.eima.com/baptist-health-care-mob-2.html
https://www.greshamsmith.com/projects/baptist-health-care-brent-lane-campus/
https://www.greshamsmith.com/projects/baptist-health-care-brent-lane-campus/
https://www.eima.com/baptist-health-care-mob-2.html


 
EIFS TechLine: Specifying EIFS to Meet Miami/Dade County Hurricane Code 

EIMA TechLine bulletins provide essential technical guidance for architects specifying EIFS. These resources 

ensure durable, high-performance, and aesthetically consistent facades. A few highlights include:  

➢ Wind loads - EIFS and EIFS with Drainage 

Provides detailed guidance on evaluating and designing EIFS wall assemblies for high-wind and 

hurricane-prone regions. 

➢ Tips to Minimize Aesthetic Irregularities 

Guidance on proper application techniques that can minimize planar irregularities to achieve a 

smooth, uniform finish in texture and color. 

➢ EIFS with Drainage – A Brief Overview 

Explains the components and benefits of EIFS with drainage, including moisture management, 

substrate preparation, and correct flashing/weep detailing to prevent water intrusion. 

[Click here for the full TechLine library] 
 

Key Insights for Architects & Specifiers 

Attribute Takeaway 

 

Design Freedom EIFS enables architects to achieve sophisticated visual effects, including 

large-scale modular panelization, without heavy materials. 

 

Performance 

 

Continuous insulation and drainage deliver high thermal performance and 

reliable moisture management in humid or high-risk environments. 

 

Wind Resistance EIFS can meet the rigorous demands of hurricane and high-wind regions. 

 

Construction Efficiency Lightweight EIFS accelerates installation and reduces structural loads—

ideal for cost- and schedule-sensitive projects. 

 

Durability Acrylic finishes ensure weather resistance and longevity, preserving the 

façade’s appearance over time. 

 
 

From AIA Learning to Practice 

For alumni of EIMA’s AIA-approved “Performance and Design Benefits of Today’s EIFS with Drainage” 

course, this this project illustrates the system’s potential to reconcile cost, performance, and aesthetics—

bridging building science with real-world design application. 
 

Conclusion 
Baptist Health Care Medical Office Building 2 stands as a model for cost-conscious, performance-driven 

design. By leveraging EIFS with Drainage, Gresham Smith achieved architectural continuity, thermal 

efficiency, and resilience—demonstrating that design ambition need not be sacrificed to meet budget or 

environmental constraints. EIFS proved integral to creating a modern healthcare facility that embodies both 

precision and permanence. 
 

Supplemental Resources 
➢ Guide to EIFS with Drainage Detailing 

➢ EIFS Environmental Product Declaration 

➢ EIFS Project Gallery 

 

 

https://www.eima.com/technical-bulletins.html
https://www.eima.com/uploads/1/4/6/6/146696713/eima_technical_bulletin_004-_wind_loads_-_eifs_and_eifs_with_drainagests_1.pdf
https://www.eima.com/uploads/1/4/6/6/146696713/eima_technical_bulletin_004-_wind_loads_-_eifs_and_eifs_with_drainagests_1.pdf
https://www.eima.com/uploads/1/4/6/6/146696713/eima_technical_bulletin_005_-_tips_to_minimize_aesthetic_irregularitiessts_-_07.01.2024_draft__002_.pdf
https://www.eima.com/uploads/1/4/6/6/146696713/eima_technical_bulletin_001-_about_eifs_with_drainage.pdf
https://www.eima.com/technical-bulletins.html
https://www.eima.com/publications.html
https://www.eima.com/pcr-lca-epd.html
https://www.eima.com/eifs-projects.html


About EIMA   

Founded in 1981, the EIFS Industry Members Association (EIMA) is a North American non-profit technical 

trade association dedicated to advancing and promoting the Exterior Insulation and Finish Systems (EIFS) 

industry. As a leading authority on EIFS, EIMA serves as a vital hub for leading suppliers, manufacturers, 

distributors, contractors, architects, and professionals in the industry. EIMA stands as a cornerstone for 

individuals and businesses seeking to thrive in the dynamic world of EIFS.  

 

For more information, resources, and case studies, visit www.eima.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.eima.com/

