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Energy Policy Through the Ages

1800-1920’s
Timber Use, Coal & 

Oil Development

1930-1960’s
Regulation of Utility Companies 

and Energy Prices

1975
National 

Energy Act 
(NEA)

1977
Department of Energy 

Created

1973
Oil Embargo

1978
Corporate Average Fuel 

Economy (CAFÉ) 
Standards

1980’s
Reversal of price controls

1992
Energy Policy Act 

(EPACT)

2001-2009
Energy Policy Act 

(EPAct)

2009-2017
American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA)

GHG Endangerment 
Finding (climate focus)

2025-2026
Energy Dominance

Repeal of GHG 
Endangerment Finding,

and portions of IRA.
Fossil fuel support through 

deregulation and 
permitting.

2021-2024
Inflation Reduction 

Act (IRA),
Heavy climate 

focus

2017-2021
America First

Encouraged US energy 
production and LNG 

exports

1993-2001
Expanded support for 

renewable energy



2024 Total Primary Energy Production
Top 10 Countries

US Energy Information Administration



2024 Total Primary Energy Consumption
Top 10 Countries

Consumption in quadrillion British thermal units
US Energy Information Administration
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2024 U.S. Imports

• 31% Crude Oil 
• 14% Light Fuel Oil
• 9% Natural Gas 
• 8% Gasoline 
• 6% Propane 
• 4% Coal 
• 2% Battery Polyethylene 
• 2%  Kerosene
• 2% Naphtha
• 2% Lubricating Oil
• 2% Biofuel
• 2% Lithium-ion Batteries
• 16% All other

International Trade Administration Office of Energy & Environmental Industries
US Census Bureau, Trade Policy Information System



Oil Price Reactions



• Energy Independence – produce enough 
energy domestically and significantly 
reduce or eliminate our need for foreign 
energy products.

• Energy Dominance – produce more than 
enough energy to supply our own needs 
and to export excess energy to increase 
global influence.



1. Increase Domestic Energy Production

2. Increase Domestic Critical Mineral and 
Energy Product Production

3. Increase Energy Efficiency

How do we get there?



#1 – Increase Energy Production



#2 – Increase U.S. Critical Minerals & Energy Products

U.S. Geological Survey

Solar 

Solar Storage

Wind

Electric Infrastructure

Nuclear

Hydrogen

Electric Vehicles

Natural Gas

” . . . it takes an 
average of 29 years 
to bring a mine 
online in the U.S.” 

- National Mining 
Association



#3 – Increase Energy Efficiency

Energy Efficiency = using less energy to accomplish the same result

Energy Productivity = using the same energy to accomplish more

The cheapest energy is 
the energy you don’t use 

in the first place.



Energy Investment Costs and Monthly Bill Impact

a.k.a. Efficiency

CREO 2026: Affordability is all you Need, Meeting New Peak Capacity and the Next Era of U.S. Grid Investment



LCOE = Levelized Cost Of Energy, the cost of adding one unit of energy capacity

MCC = Marginal firm Capacity Cost, the incremental average increase to household utility bills for adding one unit of firm peak 
energy capacity or avoided investment

a.k.a. Efficiency

CREO 2026: Affordability is all you Need, Meeting New Peak Capacity and the Next Era of U.S. Grid Investment



Lowest cost scenario

• Energy efficiency

• Demand response

• Hydropower extension upgrades

Moderate cost scenario

• Business As Usual (BAU) 

• Energy growth scaled proportionally

• Utility scale solar plays a bigger role

Highest cost scenario

• Business As Usual (BAU) – without efficiency, 
demand response or storage growth

CREO 2026: Affordability is all you Need, Meeting New Peak Capacity and the Next Era of U.S. Grid Investment



• Energy Independence 
and Dominance is costly

• Energy efficiency makes 
everything better 

• Current policies do not 
prioritize efficiency

Things to remember . . .

EECC could use your help.
Sign up to be an EECC Ally or become a 

supporter

www.energyefficientcodes.org

• Federal legislation and standards
• State legislation and energy code adoption
• Energy efficiency codes and standards
• Stakeholder messaging


