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Best Practices for Temporary Protection  

When Rasping Insulation Board 
INTRODUCTION  
Construction activities such as plastering, roofing, painting, and the installation of masonry, concrete, stucco, Exterior 
Insulated Finishing Systems (EIFS) with Drainage, etc., often employ temporary protection measures to safeguard 
adjacent surfaces or reduce environmental impact. This bulletin provides best practices that can be undertaken 
during rasping/sanding of insulation boards which can help achieve a smooth and planar surface prior to application 
of the reinforced base coat.  

PRE-INSTALLATION PLANNING 
• Substrate Tolerances: Ensure the substrate is within recommended planar tolerances before starting the EIFS 

application. Correcting deviations early can minimize the need for rasping/sanding the insulation board. 
• Pre-Coated or Prefabricated Materials: Consider pre-coated starter boards, corner pieces, or prefabricated 

panels to potentially reduce on-site rasping requirements. 

INSTALLATION TECHNIQUES 
• Level During Installation: Limit planar irregularities by carefully leveling the insulation board as it is being 

installed. This reduces the need for significant rasping. 
• Dampen the Surface: Lightly dampen the surface of the insulation board before rasping to minimize bead release 

and control dust. 

CONTAINMENT AND COLLECTION 
• Protective Barriers: Employ tarps, debris netting, or similar materials to contain beads and debris within the work 

area. 
• Use Vacuum-Equipped Tools: Utilize sanding tools or rasps with vacuum attachments designed to capture 

waste during rasping. 

SITE MAINTENANCE AND CLEAN-UP: 
• Inspections: Conduct daily and end-of-shift inspections to ensure waste and debris are collected and removed 

from the site. 
• Clean-Up: Implement ongoing debris collection and disposal protocols to maintain a clean work environment and 

prevent unintentional spread of waste. 
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ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS 
• Regulatory Compliance: Verify and adhere to local environmental regulations concerning waste management 

and containment. 
• Training and Communication: Ensure all workers are trained on best practices for rasping and aware of the 

importance of environmental protection measures. 
• Project-Specific Solutions: Tailor temporary protection strategies to the unique conditions of each project, 

including site layout, weather, and proximity to sensitive areas. 

CONCLUSION 
By adopting the outlined best practices, construction teams can maintain a clean site while upholding the standards 
of environmental stewardship. 

ABOUT EIMA  
Founded in 1981, the EIFS Industry Members Association (EIMA) is a North American non-profit technical 
trade association dedicated to advancing and promoting the Exterior Insulation and Finish Systems (EIFS) 
industry. As a leading authority on EIFS, EIMA serves as a vital hub for leading suppliers, manufacturers, 
distributors, contractors, architects, and professionals in the industry. EIMA stands as a cornerstone for 
individuals and businesses seeking to thrive in the dynamic world of EIFS. Learn more at www.eima.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Disclaimer The information included or referenced in this bulletin is believed to be accurate and reliable, but is offered for purposes of general information and education. This 
publication is not intended as a substitute for the services of a qualified design professional. In publishing and making this document available, EIMA is not undertaking to 
render professional design services. EIMA disclaims any liability and makes no guaranty or warranty, express or implied, as to the information included in this publication. The 
requirements of each project should be reviewed and verified by qualified design and construction professionals to ensure the design is suitable for its intended purpose and in 
compliance with applicable building codes and standards. Materials and systems may vary according to the unique project circumstances, specific EIFS manufacturers' 
recommendations, applicable building codes, design conditions, or legal requirements.  
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