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EIFS* - Restoration and Renovation

INTRODUCTION

Exterior Insulation and Finish Systems (EIFS) have been used on residential and commercial buildings across North
America for many decades. In some cases, building owners may be interested in cosmetic or functional changes to
the building exterior. With EIFS, updates are easily achieved and provide opportunities to change color schemes,
textures, designs or create entirely different appearances. Below are descriptions of common restorations/
renovations and update options:

1 - ARCHITECTURAL OVERCOAT

Application of an architectural coating

over an existing EIFS is one of the

easiest, most cost-effective methods to EXISTING EIFS
freshen a building’s appearance and

create a new color scheme if desired.

EIFS manufacturers’ architectural coating ARCHITECTURAL
options generally include a variety of OVERCOAT
sheens, hydrophobic properties and

elastomeric products.

Architectural Overcoat

2 - RENEWAL

Where a fresh, crisp textured finish is desired,

renewing an existing EIFS with a leveling base NEW DECORATIVE
coat and finish coat is a great option as it also SHAPE WITH EIFS
provides an opportunity to add decorative

shapes which can create an entirely new LEVELING BASE
appearance. Prior to application of the textured COAT AND FINISH
finish, a leveling base coat helps smooth

imperfections or patch areas as part of the EXISTING EIFS

renewal process.

Renewal

*For simplicity, the term “EIFS” is used throughout this document and refers to both EIFS and EIFS with drainage unless qualified in the text to refer to only
one type of system
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3 - REINFORCEMENT & FINISH

This is a great option for older buildings
where there may be patches or repairs
needed. This method restores the EIFS
back to near-new condition by applying a
new base coat, reinforcing mesh and finish
over the existing EIFS. Similar to the
Renewal option, this option provides an
opportunity to add decorative shapes to
create an entirely new appearance.

NEW DECORATIVE
SHAPE WITH EIFS

BASE COAT,
REINFORCING MESH
AND FINISH COAT

EXISTING EIFS

4 - OVERCLAD

This process involves applying a new EIFS

directly over an existing EIFS cladding. The NEW EIFS
overclad option might be considered as part of a

larger restoration such as window replacement,

the need to improve thermal properties, etc.

EXISTING EIFS

5- REMOVE & REPLACE

If the project is part of a larger renovation,
removal and replacement is an option to
consider. This opens the opportunity for the
designer to exercise an unlimited amount of

design freedom, all with a manufacturer’s
Warranty_ REPLACEMENT
EIFS

Remove and Replace
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SUMMARY

There is a range of options to renovate, restore or update existing EIFS depending on budgets and objectives.
Contact the EIFS manufacturer for specific recommendations and product options.

ABOUT EIMA

Founded in 1981, the EIFS Industry Members Association (EIMA) is a North American non-profit technical
trade association dedicated to advancing and promoting the Exterior Insulation and Finish Systems (EIFS)
industry. As a leading authority on EIFS, EIMA serves as a vital hub for leading suppliers, manufacturers,
distributors, contractors, architects, and professionals in the industry. EIMA stands as a cornerstone for
individuals and businesses seeking to thrive in the dynamic world of EIFS. Learn more at www.eima.com.

Disclaimer The information included or referenced in this bulletin is believed to be accurate and reliable, but is offered for purposes of general information and education. This
publication is not intended as a substitute for the services of a qualified design professional. In publishing and making this document available, EIMA is not undertaking to
render professional design services. EIMA disclaims any liability and makes no guaranty or warranty, express or implied, as to the information included in this publication. The
requirements of each project should be reviewed and verified by qualified design and construction professionals to ensure the design is suitable for its intended purpose and in
compliance with applicable building codes and standards. Materials and systems may vary according to the unique project circumstances, specific EIFS manufacturers'
recommendations, applicable building codes, design conditions, or legal requirements.
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